
winter break.  This student 
seemed to be having a wonder-
ful year.  I was confused  
because I really thought that 
she would be struggling given 
the problems that she had ex-
perienced the previous year.  
Her eighth grade year was 
completely different.  She tried 
out for and made the basketball 
team as well as the volleyball 
team.  She joined the track 
team and even performed at 
our PTO Talent Show.  These 
were just a few things that she 
decided to take on.  There  
wasn’t a day that went by that I 
didn’t see a smile on her face. 
Toward the end of the year I 
asked her a simple question, 
“What was different for you 
about this year?”  Her response 
was awesome.  She said, “Mr. 
Pritchard, I decided that I was 
going to take advantage of 
every opportunity that I possi-
ble could, and I have had an 
unbelievable year.  I am really 

I would like to start by  
welcoming all of the new faces 
to Kelvin Grove.  I would also 
like to welcome back everyone 
else from last year.  I am so 
happy to be starting my second 
year in District 91.  This is 
truly a great place to be.  I  
often have people from outside 
the district ask me what it is 
like at Kelvin Grove.  I always 
start with the same word: 
AWESOME.  I can’t begin to 
express my gratitude on how 
welcome I felt here from the 
very beginning.  We have a 
fantastic staff, awesome and 
supportive parents, and that 
always results in phenomenal 
students. 
 
I always start off the school 
year by challenging the  
students several times within 
the first few weeks of school to 
become involved.  I did this 
just the other day at our first 
pep assembly of the school 

year.  We took the opportunity 
to recognize all of the students 
that are involved in activities 
already this year as well as 
activities last year.  I asked 
everyone that was involved in 
an activity to stand up.  It is my 
hope, when we have an all 
school assembly at the end of 
the year, everyone in the gym 
will be standing.  I shared with 
them a story that happened last 
year at Kelvin Grove and I 
would like to share that story 
with all of you as well. 
 
As I started at Kelvin Grove I 
went through student files, 
talked with teachers and spoke 
with students about what  
Kelvin Grove was all about.  
As I did this, I noticed that 
there was one student that had 
a difficult seventh grade year.  
As we went through the year I 
kept tabs on her to see how she 
was doing.  I have to admit that 
I was quite confused by the 

From the Desk of Principal Pritchard 

Bringing the Internet to your home can be easy and affordable… 

Comcast is offering a reduced internet rate that some District 91  
families MAY qualify for.  This opportunity was discovered at the  
Regional Office’s Learning Leaders meeting and NOT a result of a 
“plug” from Comcast. 
 
See page 5 of this newsletter for the details! 
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Upcoming Events: 
Sept Sept Sept Sept     
29292929– BB Allstar game at  
Dellwood 4:15 
30303030– Progress Reports Distrib-
uted; Band Apparel Orders 
Due 
Oct Oct Oct Oct     
1111– IMEA Auditions 
3333– PTO Fall Catalog Orders 
Due; GBB at Homer 4:15; 
Intramurals 
5555– Pizza Hut Night 4-8; Intra-
murals; Market Day pick up at 
MG 
7777–––– 11:30 Dismissal Day 11:30 Dismissal Day 11:30 Dismissal Day 11:30 Dismissal Day 
10101010–––– NO SCHOOL Columbus  NO SCHOOL Columbus  NO SCHOOL Columbus  NO SCHOOL Columbus 
DayDayDayDay 
11111111– Finance Mtg 1pm; GBB at 
Oak Prairie 4:15; D91 Acad-
emy 6:30; Board of Ed Mtg 
7:30 
12121212– Intramurals; PTO Exec 
Board Mtg 6:30 at MG; GBB 
vs Rockdale 4:15 
13131313– PTO Pies Sale Begins; 
GBB at Hickory Creek 4pm 
14141414– Band/Chorus Tag Day; 
GBB at Summit Hill 4pm 
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Welcome back to school!  Our 
fourth grade students are feeling 
comfortable with their new 
school.  We have been very busy 
learning appropriate behaviors 
within the classroom and school, 
as well as, learning the academic 
responsibilities of a fourth grade 
student. 
 
In reading/language we have 
begun Theme 1.  Students have 
been learning new vocabulary, 
reading stories, discussing strate-
gies to become better readers and 
reviewing language skills.   
Students are tested once a week 
on vocabulary and comprehen-

sion and are tested on reading 
and language skills at the end of 
each theme.  There are 5 stories 
in each theme and a story usually 
takes a week to cover. 
 
In math we will be reviewing 
place value, addition and sub-
traction.  Our math series con-
sists of a practice page done in 
the classroom and a page brought 
home for homework. 
 
In our science series students 
have been learning about body 
systems. 
In social studies students have 
been reviewing the themes of 

geography.  Notes are taken in 
both science and social studies, 
and should be used to study for 
assessments. 
 
We have begun the year on the 
right foot.  Please help your child 
continue in this manner by estab-
lishing good homework routines, 
checking his/her agenda daily, 
checking over homework, as 
well as visiting the classroom 
website at www.d91.net. 
 
Let’s work together to make this 
a successful year! 

Fourth Grade Spotlight 

math we are going to start decimal opera-
tions, the metric system and making 
graphs.  In second and third period math 
we are going to learn scale drawings, 
measuring in metric and customary units, 
perimeter and area of squares and rectan-
gles, and how to make graphs, all concepts 
go right along with our science book.  I am 
looking forward to a great year!   
 
Language Arts- Ms. Freeman 
The sixth graders have been adapting well 
to the middle school schedule!  Students 
have been introduced to journal writing in 

Math- Mr. Lindstrom  
Welcome back to school!  Good news 
parents the online book is now available at 
classzone.com.  The activation code works!  
You may make up your own user identifica-
tion and a password under create a student 
account.  In all three math classes we  
covered order of operations (the most  
important concept in math, exponents, 
variable equations, and finding the value of 
variables in equations.  Our first test we 
took in all three of my math classes were 
successful and I hope to see this hard work 
throughout the school year. In first period 

response to a daily prompt as well as a 
weekly assignment in their G.U.M. or  
Vocab & Spelling books.  Students’ writing 
skills will really begin to develop as we 
identify sensory details.  Students will also 
be reflecting on current events and  
commenting about them on a TweenTrib-
une blog that Ms. Freeman sets up for 
them.  After reading a story about an  
11-year-old’s embarrassing moment in 
school, sixth grade students will be working 
on their first personal narrative about their 
“most embarrassing moments,” while em-
phasizing creative voice, exciting hooks, 

Sixth Grade Spotlight 

Fifth Grade Spotlight 
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Math News! 

Let’s work together 
to make this a 

successful year! 

that they are experts on and presented 
them to the class.  In language students 
learned about the various parts of speech, 
along with declarative, interrogative,   
exclamatory and imperative sentences.   

 
We began our recycling unit in 

science.  Students have been 
learning the 3 R’s, as well as, 
how long it takes for items to  
decompose in a landfill.  Our 

guest speaker, from the Will County 
Land Use, showed the students that their 
old gym shoes and tires are recycled 
into play grounds and milk carton are 
recycled into wagons.   Students also 
created their own edible landfill; ask 
your child what each layer represents.   
We are looking forward to a great 
school year. 
 
Fifth Grade Teachers 

Welcome back to another school 
year! We hope everyone had an enjoyable 
and relaxing summer.  It was great to see 
so many parents attend our Expectation 
Night. 

 
Fifth grade students are back in 

full force with academics.  We started off 
by learning about figurative language.  At 
the end of our unit, students created a 
poster in groups on a figurative language 



of science such as making observations, develop-
ing a hypothesis and drawing conclusions.  We 
also learned lab safety and proper lab procedures.  
We will be doing a lab on writing proper and  
detailed lab procedures and the students will find 
out that it is not as easy as they think.  Each 
group will be given a set of Kinex and then they 
have to construct a model, write how to build the 
model and then another group will have to try to 
build the model from the procedures.  One of the 
upcoming labs will make the students scratch their 
heads and wonder why that just happened.  The 
students are seeing how important good notes are 
and we practice note taking and reading proce-
dures everyday.  I am looking forward to a  
wonderful question filled year. 
 
Social Science- Mrs. Soulian 
The students are working on geography, they 

figurative language, and sensory details.  In  
conjunction with our unit on the genre of fiction, 
students will also begin reading another short 
story about a few scouts who learn what life is like 
outside the big city.  Good news about Scholastic 
book orders, Parents! You may now place orders 
online by logging into Scholastic under “parent,” 
creating a username and password for yourself, 
and selecting books for your child, month by 
month.  You can pay online with a credit card—no 
more checks!  You will need the class activation 
code so Ms. Freeman can submit your orders at 
the end of each month.  That code is H6JZC.  
Keep encouraging your children to complete their 
Home Reading Logs… at least 16 min 40 sec per 
day…Happy reading! 
 
Science- Mr. Lindstrom  
In sixth grade science we have covered the basic 

have learned about the 5 Themes of Geography 
and are currently working on a map project.  We 
will begin with early civilizations and Mesopotamia 
in the next couple of weeks. 
 
PE-Miss Anderson     
The flag football unit is going well, the students 
are enjoying their Student Teacher Ms. Schultz. 
Drills and lead-up games have been the main 
focus of this unit thus far. 
 
Character Education – Miss Anderson  
The students are getting ready for their midterm 
test. They are enjoying the family and friends unit 
and getting more comfortable in our daily discus-
sions. After the midterm we will begin the body 
systems unit. 

Math- Mrs. Stateman (Mrs. Campbell) 
It was so nice meeting all of you at Expectation 
Night.  That night I mentioned the activation code 
for our textbook was not working.  That problem 
has been resolved!  All students have been to the 
computer lab to make sure they have a username 
& password for Classzone.  The activation num-
ber remains the same and your child should have 
it written in their agenda.  Remember, you can 
access classzone.com from Mrs. Stateman’s 
webpage.   
 
Language Arts- Mrs. Dickson 
You are ready to start the new novel you have 
been desperately finding time for. You cuddle up 
in your favorite reading spot with a soft blanket 
and a warm cup of tea. You open to the first page 
of your book and find: “I'll never forget how I felt 
after Fido died. I was miserable.” You toss the 
book aside as you question why you ever gave up 
watching the new episode of your favorite televi-
sion show to begin this new book.  
 
You glimpse at the book out of the corner of your 
eye and wistfully open back to the first page. This 
time it reads: “Whenever puppies in the pet store 
window distracted me from the serious business 
of taking him for his walk, Fido growled, his little 
ears flattened against his scruffy head. Yet he 
always forgave me. Even after his hearing and 
sight faded, when he felt the leash click on his 
collar and smelled fresh air, he still tried to caper. 
He's been dead for three months now. This morn-
ing I filled his water bowl all the way to the top --
just the way he likes it -- before I remem-

bered” (http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/creative/
showing.htm). You are automatically hooked to 
your new book. 
 
As part of a unit on Characters with Character, 
seventh grade reading and language arts students 
are mastering the finishing touches of Show, Don’t 
Tell in their narrative writing. They are incorporat-
ing the reading strategy of inference making into 
their writing to make it more appealing and de-
scriptive. Besides these two strategies, your child 
has also been identifying and incorporating story 
elements, such as characterization, setting, plot, 
conflict, point of view, theme, climax, and resolu-
tion into his/her writing. Hooks, unique word 
choice, and figurative language, such as similes, 
metaphors, hyperboles, idioms, personification, 
and onomatopoeia have also been incorporated 
into his/her writing. Their student teacher, Ms. 
Allen, will be working more with them as the 
month goes on. Ask your child what it is that 
draws them into a good book! 
 
Science- Mrs. Prieboy  
In Mrs. Prieboy’s seventh grade Life Science 
class, students will learn the basics of life science.  
They have discovered how scientists use scientific 
methods, models, safety, and measurement as 
important tools (Chapter 1).  Students will learn 
about common characteristics of living things. 
They will also learn about basic nutrient needs of 
living things (Chapter 2). 
 
Social Science- Mrs. Soulian 
The students have been working to memorize the 

locations of the states in our 
country, the capitals of those 
states, and are now working on 
learning the first twenty two 
presidents.  We are also work-
ing on a review of geography 
and have covered almost all five of the themes of 
geography.  We will be completing that shortly 
and moving on to early American history starting 
with life in the colonies leading up to the Revolu-
tionary war.   
 
PE- Mrs. Prieboy 
During the month of September and into early 
October the seventh graders in Mrs. Prieboy’s PE 
class will be playing soccer and football.  Gym 
clothes need to be taken home and washed every 
weekend.  When the weather turns cooler, stu-
dents need warm up clothes to keep in their gym 
lockers (sweatshirt, sweatpants, etc.).  Every 
Tuesday, Officer Phelan from the Lockport Police 
Department, will be teaching the GREAT course 
during the students PE time.  This course lasts for 
13 weeks.   
 
Character Education- Miss Anderson     
All the students are enjoying their Student teacher 
Ms. Schultz this quarter. They just finished up 
their nutrition unit.  They took a quiz on eating 
disorders and are currently working on the Mental 
Health unit. 

Seventh Grade Spotlight 

Sixth Grade Spotlight ...continued... 
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Math- Mrs. Stateman  

(Mrs. Campbell)- 
It was so nice meeting all of you 
at Expectation Night.  That night I 
mentioned the activation code for 
our textbook was not working.  
That problem has been resolved!  
All students have been to the com-
puter lab to make sure they have a 
username & password for 
Classzone.  The activation number 
remains the same and your child 
should have it written in their 
agenda.  Remember, you can  
access classzone.com from Mrs. 
Stateman’s webpage. 
 

Language Arts- Mrs. Forristall- 
Grammar, vocabulary, and spell-
ing lessons are done on a daily 
basis. Spelling tests are usually 
taken on Thursdays.  Journal  
writing is completed every day. 
 
Fiction and nonfiction selections 
are read from the Literature book 
and the Interactive Reader.   
Discovering the motivation of 
characters, plot elements, and the 
influence of the story’s setting on 
events are the literary elements 
that are currently focused upon in 
our readings. Reading response 
forms are due weekly.  Students 
may choose the books that they 
read for this assignment. 
 
Science- Mrs. Lawrence-  
I really enjoyed meeting everyone 
at Expectation Night. The year is 
already in full swing for both  

subject areas. The students just 
had their first chapter test on 
minerals and really performed 
well on the test! We have  
currently moved on to discussing 
Chapter 4, The Rock Cycle.  
Students will learn ways to  
classify rocks into the three main 
rock groups: Sedimentary, Meta-
morphic and Igneous. After 
learning about each type of rock 
our focus will move to Chapter 
5, Energy Resources. Discuss 
ways at home in which you can 
recycle and reuse energy  
resources. In class, we have  
already discussed the benefits of 
recycling metal, paper and  
plastic items.  The issue of fuel 
prices and energy alternatives are 
hot topics that will be addressed. 
Please remember that I will not 
be available at Parent/Teacher 
Conferences due to my preg-
nancy. Please feel free to contact 
me to schedule a meeting at the 
beginning or middle of October. 
 
Social Science- Mrs. Lawrence- 
The students are currently finish-
ing Chapter 1, Growth in the 
West.  As an extension of the 
chapter your child will be work-
ing in a small group of 2-3 other 
students to research a Native 
American tribe leader or a  
Western Outlaw. The groups will 
present a power-point telling 
about the person’s life. The  
Native American groups will 
answer the key question of how 

this tribe/leader was affected by 
the encroachment of white  
settlers and the imposition of 
federal policies. The Western 
Outlaw groups will discuss the 
legends of the west and how it 
helped or hindered growing  
communities during the time of 
railroad expansion, mining and 
cattle drive booms. In the next 
week, we will be moving on to 
Chapter 2, Industrialization and 
Immigration. We will discuss 
immigration and modern urban 
growth, discrimination against 
African Americans and the Labor 
Movement. Please remember that 
I will not be available at Parent/
Teacher Conferences due to my 
pregnancy. Please feel free to 
contact me to schedule a meeting 
at the beginning or middle of 
October. 

 
Physical Education- Miss 

Anderson-   Flag football unit is 
going well and the students are 
enjoying their student teacher 
Ms. Schultz. They have worked 
on fundamentals and currently 
playing lead-up games. 
 
Character Ed.- Miss Anderson- 
So far the students are reading “7 
Habits of a Highly Effective 
Teen.” Plus we are working on 
health issues as well. They will 
be starting the Consumer Educa-
tion unit next week and doing 
their advertisement project dur-
ing that unit. 

Eighth Grade Spotlight 
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Bringing the Internet to your home can be easy and affordable… 

going to miss Kelvin Grove.”  I would 
encourage you to encourage your child 
to get involved in activities here at 
school.  Don’t less them pass up those 
opportunities. 
 
I would also encourage the parents to 
get involved.  Your kids are going to 
tell you, as they get older, that they 
don’t want you around as much.  Don’t 
let that deter you.  It might be what they 
are saying, but that doesn’t mean that 
they don’t really want you involved.  
Find ways that you can be part of their 

lives.  Ask them about what they 
learned in school each day.  One of the 
ways that I made connections with my 
daughter was to find out what she was 
reading and read the book myself.  I 
was shocked how much I enjoyed the 
books, but even more impressed by 
the conversations that a father and 
daughter could have about a book.  I 
would also encourage you to find 
ways that you can get involved at the 
school.  The PTO, Music Boosters, 
and Athletic Association are always 
looking for volunteers and all of these 

parent groups do so much for all of 
our kids. 
 
If you ever have any questions of me, 
don’t hesitate to call or email me.  I 
will get back to you as soon as  
possible. This is a great place to be an 
administrator, teacher, parent or child.  
I am proud to be a HORNET! 
 
Mr. Scott Pritchard 

Continued from page 1 “From the Desk of Principal Pritchard”... 
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Internet service within the last 90 days 
• Not have an overdue Comcast bill 

or unreturned equipment 
 
How to apply 

• Call 1-855-8-INTERNET (1-855-
846-8376) to request an application 

• Comcast will mail you an applica-
tion. Complete and return it, along 
with lunch program documents from 
your child's school 
Comcast will notify you by mail about 
the status of your application. Allow 7-
10 days for a response. 
 
How to get connected 
Once you are approved, Comcast will 
mail you a welcome package with 

Comcast is offering a reduced internet 
rate that some District 91 families 
MAY qualify for.  This opportunity was 
discovered at the Regional Office’s 
Learning Leaders meeting and NOT a 
result of a “plug” from Comcast. 
 
How to qualify 
To qualify for $9.95 a month Internet 
service and a low-cost computer 
($149.99 + tax), your household must 
meet all these criteria: 

• Be located where Comcast offers 
Internet service 

• Have at least one child receiving 
free school lunches through the Na-
tional School Lunch Program 

• Have not subscribed to Comcast 

everything you need to set up 
your Internet service and receive 
their free Internet training. If you 
choose to purchase a low-cost 
computer, your welcome pack-
age will provide details.  

Sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
students have been “Hunting 
Hurricanes” while studying non-
fiction, main idea, and reading 
fluently.  A new strategy called 
SCAN was introduced using an 
expository textbook.   
 
The students are well on their 

way with writing their first nar-
rative paper in language class; 
my favorite summer moment.  
We are also learning about the 
writing process; prewriting, 
drafting, revising, editing, evalu-
ating, and publishing. 
 
Don’t forget the first reading log 
and book project are due  

October 3rd.  
Happy reading! 

  
S survey the headings and turn 
them into questions. 
C capture the captions and 
visuals     
A attack boldface words 
N note and read the chapter 
questions 

Special Education News from Mrs. Ditter  



First Quarter Computer Exploratory students are now working on Microsoft Word, 
Keyboarding Connection, Type to Learn 3 for 6th grade and Type to Learn 4 for 7th and 
8th grade. Expectations and Rules of Computer Exploratory Class were also discussed 
and computers were assigned to individual students. 

Computer Exploratory 

Page 6 

Classroom Notes 

entific method, which gave way to the 
project selection for the science fair. The 
students used a computerize interest sur-
vey to help them choose an individual 
project for the fair. Then, they conducted 
some background research using infor-
mation from the project printout and the 
internet. The students paraphrased the 
procedure sections of the project print-
outs, and then they each conducted their 
experiments! Finally, the students used 
the data from the experiments to deter-
mine conclusions and reflect upon the 
work they had done and what they had 
learned. On the early dismissal Thurs-
day, the students displayed and pre-
sented their experiment projects at the 
LASEC Science Fair for parents and 
teachers. 
 
In social studies, the students are study-
ing North American exploration. They 
began with learning about Christopher 
Columbus and life on his journeying 
ships. They also commenced geography 
lessons, learning about primitive human-
oid life. 
 
Math is taking a bit of a slower start as 
we complete a unit on review skills. 
While many of these once mastered 

We’re off to another great year in the 
LASEC Academy! The students have 
come back to school refreshed from 
summer break and quite a bit taller. As 
we dive into the new year, we begin our 
studies in reading, writing, language 
arts, science, social studies, math, and 
group. 
 
In reading, we have just concluded the 
short story, “Flowers for Algernon”. 
This piece of fiction inspired many dis-
cussions about treating others with re-
spect and what it means to be bullied or 
be a bully. We also explored the cliché 
question of whether or not ignorance 
truly is bliss. The students are currently 
watching the film Charly, which offers a 
visual representation of the story. The 
students are also working on writing and 
language arts skills. While it isn’t always 
easy to formulate thoughts as complete, 
coherent sentences, the students are be-
coming quite skilled at doing such! 
 
The most exciting event thus far this 
year was the LASEC Science Fair. After 
learning about lab safety and appropriate 
behaviors during science classes, we 
began our unit on science as an inquiry. 
This sparked several lessons on the sci-

skills are easily remembered, it is impor-
tant to review them and relearn them as 
necessary so that we can build upon 
them in upcoming units. 
 
The students have small group break out 
sessions twice a week for social skills 
instruction, and they have large group 
once a week. One of the more fun activi-
ties completed during large group ses-
sions is the “headband” game. The stu-
dents draw cards without peeking at 
what is on them, and they place them 
facing outward in a headband. Then, the 
students have a set amount of time to ask 
yes or no questions and determine what 
is represented on their cards. It is tricky 
as a guesser to decide what questions 
will be most helpful and combine all the 
clues to deduce the answer; it is likewise 
tricky as an answerer to not offer more 
information than what is specifically 
asked and use a great deal of self control 
during a situation of anxiety as we race 
the clock! 
 
We look forward to continuing the fun 
and learning this school year in the 
LASEC Academy! 

LASEC Academy News 

LASEC MultiNeeds Class 

store once a week while the 

weather is good to shop for our 

cooking lesson. Homemade pizza is 

next on our menu. This year, we 

will also focus on using the com-

puter for keyboarding, writing, 

and personal information.  

The Multineeds class is off to a 

good start! We’ve been     review-

ing adding, subtracting, and multi-

plication. Our class walks to the 



Mr. MacFarlane’s PE Class 

education and recess so let me take a  
moment to explain. Physical activity 
is bodily movement of any type and 
may include recreational, fitness and 
sport activities such as jumping rope, 
playing soccer, lifting weights, as well 
as daily activities such as walking to 
the store, taking the stairs or raking 
the leaves. A variety of physical activ-
ity opportunities are vital to children's 
growth and development. Please re-
member that all physical activities are 
not equal.   
 

The cornerstone of a child's physical 
activity in schools is physical educa-
tion.  School physical education pro-
grams offer the best opportunity to 
provide physical activity to all children 
and to teach them the skills and knowl-
edge needed to establish and sustain 
an active lifestyle. Physical education 
teachers assess student knowledge, 
motor and social skills, and provide 
instruction in a safe, supportive envi-

ronment.  In addition to physical 
education programs, schools should 
have many opportunities for children 
to participate in physical activity.  

 
As a parent you can encourage your 
child to engage in more physical 
activity after school and on the 
weekends.  Playing with your child 
will not only motivate the child to be 
more active, but it will increase your 
own personal physical activity; that 
is a win - win situation!  

 
Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions or concerns regarding 
your son/daughter throughout the 
school year at 
mmacfarlane@d91.net or (815)838-
0737 x 168. I am looking  
forward to an  
exciting year.  
 
Sincerely,  
Mr. MacFarlane 

Welcome to the beginning of a new 
school year-a great time to emphasize 
the importance of physical activity in 
your child's education which is vital to 
his or her health and wellness.  
Children should accumulate 60  
minutes of physical activity per day. At 
KG 4th and 5th graders will get 25  
minutes of Physical Education a day 
and 6th grade through 8th will get 
around 45 minutes.   
  
I hope we have all heard the statistics 
that the percentage of overweight 
youth has more than tripled in the past 
25 years partially due to increased 
interest in sedentary activities such as 
television, computers, and video 
games.  A reduction in physical activity 
as well as an increase in caloric intake 
has contributed to an obesity epi-
demic.   
 

I am often asked the difference  
between physical activity, physical 

Welcome Back KG  
Artists! I hope your  
summer was 

memorable and it was wonderful to see 
all parents at Expectation Night.  The 
fall months ahead yield many wonder-
ful projects for all grades.  Below is a 
brief outline of our fall projects: 
 
Each Kelvin Grove artist has created 
their own personal sketchbook for all 
preplanning, practicing, and brain-
storming prior to projects assigned.  All 
students will have an ongoing book of 
their art journey in the 2011/2012 school 
year!   
 
The fourth grade artists will begin the 
year with an original hero self-portrait 
in the comic style of Pop Artist Roy 
Lichtenstein.  Students will study their 
own face - learning the proper propor-

tions, placement, size, and shape of 
their own facial features, but adding 
simplification and exaggeration for 
added interest and effect.  Our fifth 
grade artists will be working with all 
aspects of drawing – starting by learn-
ing the basics and progressing to work-
ing to reconstruct the masterpiece, “The 
Mona Lisa” as a team.    
 
As the fourth and fifth grade focus on 
the personal side of portraiture - the 
sixth, seventh, and eight grade classes 
will work to create a personal portfolio 
which will secure all projects, informa-
tional handouts, and sketch work.  
Each grade level will focus on specific 
guidelines that their portfolios’ must 
follow.   
 
If you would like to provide an art shirt 
for your child to keep in their locker to 

protect their clothing during painting 
and sculpture projects, please do so.  
Please ensure this art shirt is oversized 
to protect their shirt and pants, and 
long sleeve shirts seem to work best.   
 
 

Art Club Update 
Art Club will have an informational 
meeting in the end of September for all 
members interested in joining.  At this 
time, students must pick up a permis-
sion slip and other important informa-
tion.  Official Art Club meetings will 
start in October.  Please feel free to 
check the “Art Page” on the District 91 
website for Art Club updates.  
 
Thank You! 
Mrs. Cravens 
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To Contact Mrs. Randolph K-8 Music 
& KG Chorus Director 

Email: srandolph@d91.net       
PHONE: 815-838-0737 ext. 140 

 Web Page:  www.d91.net   
select Music Dept. and then the head-
ing you want 
 
Welcome to the 2011-12 School Year 
at Lockport District 91 (Milne-Kelvin 
Grove Schools)! The Theme in Music 
this year is the National Music In Our 
Schools Theme - “Music Lasts A 
Lifetime”.  Students in all grades will 
be studying different areas of music – 
to LAST A LIFETIME. 
 
Music Classes have been studying 
patriotic and folk music during Sep-
tember. September 14 was the birth-
day of when Francis Scott Key wrote 
the words (lyrics) to the Star-
Spangled Banner – the national an-
them of the United States. All D91 
music classes learned about the song.   
 
ALL D91 students in grades 2-8 
should have 3-ring binder music fold-
ers with 5 tabbed dividers labeled (1-
Notes, 2-Thoery, 3-History, 4-CIC 
=Classical Is Cool, 5 Music) and their 
name on the outside FRONT COVER 
AND SIDE SPINE. They are to have 
at least two sharpened pencils with 
good erasers in the folder at all times. 
At the end of every year, a paper clip 
should be put on all of the worksheets 
for that year in the Theory section 2 
with that year’s sticker sheet in front 
of that grade’s papers and labeled by 
grade. This folder is to be kept until 
they graduate in 8th grade and will be 
their music portfolio.   
 
Students have music class 40 minutes 
once each week. Each week students 
in grades 2-5 will receive a music 
homework sheet to complete and re-
turn by the next music class.  The first 

sheet is the music sticker sheet 
“Music Lasts A Life Time” for the 
students to color and decorate any 
way they would like. They will leave 
that paper in their music folder to put 
their music stickers on.  
Students who complete the music 
worksheets and return with them to 
music class on time will receive a 
music sticker for their music sticker 
sheet. Students with a top number of 
stickers in the spring will earn KG 
Cash. Students who come with their 
homework completed to music class 
on time will earn the privilege to use 
the computers and play piano, organ 
or other instruments.  Sometimes they 
will earn KG Cash for being responsi-
ble and following our Character 
Counts program. Students who don’t 
return the completed music home-
work will spend their time completing 
the homework page. 
Worksheet answers and help can be 
found at the top of each music page 
and on the school’s web www.d91.net 
site under music department. Select 
the school you want information on 
under music for help in answering 
music worksheets (ex. KG Music). To 
see how your child is doing in music, 
ask him/her to bring home their music 
folder and check the sheets. Most of 
the sheets will be graded in class. 
 
MUSIC DATES: 
W. Dec. 14 – 7pm KG Chorus/Band 
Winter Concert & Bake Sale - KG old 
gym 
F. Dec. 16 – 2pm (Old Gym closed 
until 10pm Dec.6)(Parents/Adults/& 
Friends needed to help decorate for 
program) 
M. Dec.19  – During school morning 
Grades K-5 & Chorus Christmas Pro-
gram practice 
 
T. Dec.  20 –During School  9:15am 
& 1:15pm Grades K-5 & Chorus 

Christmas Program (Grades K-5 & 
Chorus) in KG old gym 

 
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY Fund-Raiser 

(Grades K-8): 
We have 100 Valucards ($10 each) 

left for Music Technology Fund-raiser 

– contact Mrs. Randolph to purchase 
a discount card good EVERY Day 

until the end of May at over 2000 Chi-

cagoland locations! 
 

F. Oct. 21 & F. Oct. 28 –TAG DAY 
for Music Technology (not Jewel nor 

Wal-Mart) 

 
Chorus & Band Fund-raisers: 

The 1st Wednesday each month = 
Chorus/Band Fund-Raiser at Pizza 

Hut (Dine In or Carry Out) 

The 3rd Monday & Tuesday each 
month = Chorus/Band Fund-Raiser at 
Nicky’s (Dine In or Carry Out 3-9 
pm) 
 
W. Oct.  5 - Chorus/Band Fall Pizza 
Hut Fund-raiser 4-8pm 
M. Oct. 17 & 18 – Nicky’s Gyros 
Chorus/ Band Fund-Raiser (3-9 pm) 
 
W. Oct. 26 – (Ad Book Deadline) - 
Ad Books are given out at every con-
cert (especially the Christmas pro-
gram) (Place your personal or busi-
ness ads with the Chorus/Band) 
(Please Mrs. Randolph or a Chorus or 
Band Member to purchase an ad in 
our souvenir ad booklet. You and 
family/friends may purchase ads hon-
oring your child(ren) wishing them 
best wishes in school AND Contact 
places you do business with and ask 
them to purchase an ad – $10 for 10 
words, $25 for 25 words, $50 for 
business card size, $75, and $100.) 
 
NOTE: KG Chorus parents continue 
to purchase equipment that is used not 
only for chorus, but also for every 

Music and Chorus News 
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Continued on page 9 



student in District 91. In past years, they 
have purchased choral risers for the 
Christmas and Spring Concerts, sound 
system for the music and chorus rooms, 
computer for music and chorus, electric 
piano, and many other things ALL of our 
D91 students use. 
 
 

Music and Chorus News...continued from page 8 

Band & Chorus Notes 

The Milne-Kelvin Grove Music Students Need YOUR HELP!  

Clip and Return to Mrs. Randolph by Monday, Sept. 26, 2011. Thank you!   

(ALL D91Parents are needed to work.) 

 
PLEASE check ALL you can help with: 
 

______YES! I can help with Valucards Fund-raiser 

______YES! I can help call parents to work Tag Days 

______YES! I can help work  Music TAG DAY – Friday, October 21  

______YES! I can help work  Music TAG DAY – Friday, October 28  

______YES! I can help Mrs. Randolph with copying, filing during school  

______ YES! I will help decorate for the Christmas program at KG on F. Dec. 16 

sometime between 7:30 am through the day until 5pm 

I can help the music department by __________________________________ 
 

Student’s Name __________________________________________________  

Grade ______ Homeroom ____________________ 

Parent/Guardian’s Signature ________________________________________ 

Day Phone _____________________________________ 

Evening Phone _____________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for sharing your wonderful 
children with me as we make MUSIC to 
LAST A LIFETIME!  
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Director: Mrs. Plagman 

Welcome to the thirty-

seven new band members of the 

Kelvin Grove Beginning Band.  It 

is great to see such enthusiasm to 

learn an instrument here at KG!  

Just a reminder: after school 

band rehearsals for beginning 

band wind players will begin on 

Tuesday, October 18 from 3:15-

4:00.   

The Intermediate Band 

and Concert Band’s first concert 

is Thursday, October 20 at 7:00 in 

the K.G. old gym.  Please mark 

your calendars!  It is going to be 

a wonderful first concert!  Also, 

please make sure that you have 

checked the Band Handbook for 

the correct concert uniform.  We 

want to look very professional 

for our first concert!  

  

We have many fundraisers  

coming up in October.  

1) We will be having Cold Stone 

ice cream at the first concert 

again.  If you would like to 

order Cold Stone ice cream for 

after the concert, please turn in 

the order form and money no 

later than Tuesday, October 11.  

Order forms will be handed 

out to the students, sent home 

via e-mail and will be found 

on the band webpage on Mon-

day, October 3.   

2) Ad book forms have been 

handed out the students, have 

been sent by e-mail and can be 

found on the band webpage.  

All Ad Book forms and money 

need to be turned in to Mrs. 

Plagman or Mrs. Randolph no 

later than Wednesday, October 

26.   

3) There will be a Pizza Hut 

Night the first Monday of 

every month.  Pizza Hut will 

donate 20% of your purchase 

to the band and chorus.  

Please dine in, carry out or 

have pizza delivered!  Please 

make sure to give a Pizza Hut 

employee the flyer.  The next 

Pizza Hut Night will be 

Wednesday, October 5, so 

watch for flyers, e-mails com-

ing home and the band web-

page.   

4) Finally, Nicky’s will sponsor 

a “Dinner Out” the third 

Monday and Tuesday of 

every month.  Nicky’s will 

donate 10% of your purchase 

to the band and chorus.  

Please dine in, carry out or 

drive thru!  Please make sure 

to give a Nicky’s employee 

the flyer.  The next Nicky’s 

‘Dinner Out” is Monday, Oc-

tober 17 and Tuesday, Octo-

ber 18, so watch for flyers, e-

mails coming home and the 

band webpage.  

Thank you for your continued 

support of the Band & Chorus 

fundraisers! 

 

As always, if you have 

any questions or concerns, please 

feel free to contact me by phone 

(838-0737 x139) or e-mail 

(nplagman@d91.net).   

Band News 

Band Notes 

Trustworthiness- Be honest • Don’t 
deceive, cheat or steal • Be reliable —
do what you say you’ll do • Have the 
courage to do the right thing • Build a 
good reputation • Be loyal — stand by 
your family, friends and community 
 
Respect- Treat others with respect • 
Follow the Golden Rule • Be tolerant of 
differences • Use good manners, not 
bad language • Be considerate of oth-
ers • Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone • 

Deal peacefully with anger, insults and 
disagreements 
 
Responsibility- Do what you’re sup-
posed to do • Persevere: keep on try-
ing! • Do your best • Use self-control 
• Be self-disciplined • Think before you 
act — consider the consequences • Be 
accountable for your choices 
 
Fairness- Play by the rules • Take turns 
and share • Be open-minded; listen to 

others • Don’t take advantage of oth-
ers • Don’t blame others carelessly 
 
Caring- Be kind • Be compassionate 
and show you care • Express gratitude • 
Forgive others • Help people in need 
 
Citizenship- Do your part to improve 
your school and community • Protect 
the environment • Cooperate • Stay 
informed • Vote • Be a good neighbor • 
Obey laws and rules • Respect authority 



All physicals are due  
October 15, 2010.   
This includes all sixth grade stu-
dents AND any new/transfer stu-
dent. Please remember to com-
plete and sign the health history 
portion on the top of page 2 of 
the form. 
 
If you feel that your child will 
need any medicine during the 
school day: cough drops,    
Tylenol, Ibuprofen, be aware that 

the office is not allowed to dis-
pense these without a medication 
authorization form on file.  These 
forms are available in the office 
and on the District 91 website 
under ‘Forms’.  A physician’s 
signature is not required for over 
the counter medications that are 
brought to school. 
 
Miles of Smiles is coming Octo-
ber 19th.  A permission form  
needs to be sent to school.  It is a 

free service available to all stu-
dents and fulfills the sixth grade 
dental exam.   
 
Please remind your child to wash 
hands and use good hygiene; 
there have already been quite a 
few students in the office with 
cold symptoms. 
 
Mrs. Maida, RN, BSN 

KG Nurse’s Office Update 

and will also be traveling to Peoria 
in January to compete in the IESA 
State Cheerleading Competition for 
the eleventh straight year.  
 
If you would like to help the cheer-
leaders in their fundraising effort, 
please contact Mrs. Krumlinde at 
the Kelvin Grove Office. They are 

The cheerleaders have been prac-
ticing all summer to prepare for the 
upcoming basketball seasons and 
their own competition season. 
 
The cheerleaders are currently 
fundraising to help pay for compe-
tition costs. The girls are planning 
to attend 4 or 5 local competitions 

selling Savory Foods Cookie 
Dough and Bundt Cakes, Fannie 
May Candies, and Dunkin Donuts 
Coffee. We have something for 
everyone!! 
 

GO HORNETS! 

Cheerleading News  

Student Council News    Mrs. Soulian 
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All physicals are due  
October 15, 2010.   

Mr. Pritchard.  His bail money goes to 
MDA, we need as many families and stu-
dents to participate as possible so please 
look information coming out about that. 
 
Leaves and Lunch is  
coming up in October, 
please plan to participate 
in that event.  We travel 
the neighborhood looking 
for yards that need help.  
Afterward we meet back 
for pizza, pop, and goodies, come out and 
join us!  We always have quite a few posi-
tive comments from the senior citizens in 
the neighborhood that really appreciate the 
students and parents coming out and help-
ing them for free. 
 

As always I would like to remind our 
families and students that the purpose of 
Student Council is to serve our school, 
make it a better place and promote 
school pride.  Our new officers and rep-
resentatives are in student council to 
make a difference, please don’t hesitate 
to email or call with ideas to help our 
school. 
 
Please take a minute to look through the 
student council webpage as well.  There 
is an updated calendar and upcoming 
events listed.  Please feel free to email 
Mrs. Soulian with any new ideas for the 
KGSC to consider.  Thank you. 

Student Council elections have taken place 
and we have our new officers for the year 
of 2011 – 2012!  We had over many stu-
dents run for an office this year, all of 
them did a great job with their campaigns 
and speech presentations!  Thanks to all of 
the students that participated, it takes cour-
age to get up in front of your peers and 
give a speech, be proud of your self and if 
you didn’t get the office you wanted, join 
us this year as a participating member and 
run again next year! 
      
Our officers and 8th grade participants 
meet with Mr. Pritchard once a month 
during lunch to discuss ideas the students 
have brought up in Student Council meet-
ings.  One of the first ideas we are going to 
get started on is promoting the “arrest” of 



Please be advised that the 
lunch menu and order 
forms are available online 
through the school website. 
Just go to website: 
www.d91.net and click on 
lunch menu and from there 
you can print the order 
form and menu.  All due 
dates are also posted on this 
page. 

All students must submit a 
lunch order by the due date 
in order to receive hot 
lunch. The order form must 
include child’s name, first 
period teacher, A or B 
choice circled and pay-
ment.  
 
All Free/Reduced lunch 
students must also submit a 

lunch order each month! 
 
 
Thanks!  
Virginia Shew 
Lunch Coordinator 

Lunch Room Information 

Differentiated Instruction   Amy Brodeur 
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throughout the year to keep those 
kids actively learning throughout 
the day. 

 
Differentiated Instruction – We 
will employ student interest, 
choice and pre-assessment to 
guide our instruction. 

 
Literacy Everywhere – We will 
emphasize reading, writing, 
speaking, listening and viewing 
in every content area. 

Literacy Rich Classrooms – We 
will focus again on word walls 
and anchor charts to make our 
classrooms as visually appeal-
ing and resourceful as possible. 

 

READY, SET, GO! 

Welcome back to School and to 
what promises to be an excellent 
year of learning for everyone!  I am 
so excited to have been asked to 
come back and work with some of 
the best teachers in Illinois.  We 
opened the school year with a 
“Road Map” of what is to come 
this year.   
 
Here are our agreed upon tasks: 
Engaged Learning – We will look 
at Total Participation Techniques 

Month of: Date to Go Home Due back by 

NOV 10/13 10/19 

DEC 11/9 11/16 

JAN 12/1 12/7 

FEB 1/12 1/18 

MAR 2/9 2/15 

APR 3/8 3/14 

MAY 4/12 4/18 

Lunch Order Dates 

Visit us on the web:   www.d91.net 



Mark your calendars!!! Market Day Pie Sale starts on  
October 13th.  Order forms will come home soon. 

PTO Pies 

PTO Box Tops 

Page 14 

PTO Notes 



Page 15 

PTO Notes 



Page 16 

LRC 



Page 17 

LRC 



LRC 

Page 18 



 Page 19 



 



 



 


