
Good evening parents, teachers, and fellow classmates. I am Elijah 

Detman and this is my speech about the past 9 years of our lives. I can't 

believe we went from graduating kindergarten to graduating 8th grade so 

quickly. For us, kindergarten was only a half day. I remember when I was in 

Mrs Adam’s A.M. class when life was simple, when our biggest concern 

was whether we got goldfish or cheerios at snack time. During our time at 

Milne, we learned how to add and subtract in math, and we learned how to 

read. We learned to share and to invite others to play with us. 

Then, Covid greatly impacted our lives. We were halfway through 

March and our teachers told us about google classroom because we might 

not see them for a while and we ended up not going to school in person for 

2 years. During that time I vividly remember us having to read all 52 

chapters of the Tale of Despereaux before the year ended. Then in 5th 

grade we finally got back to school full time, but we had to wear masks. 

Really quick I would like to say thank you to Mrs. Cushman for putting up 

with all the complaints of us not wanting to wear our masks or that we didn’t 

want a face shield at our lunch table. For the first time but definitely not the 

last, we had projects to do.   

 



When we finally got to 6th grade it was way different because we 

didn’t stay with our homeroom teacher the whole time and we got our own 

lockers that locked. Our teachers were not kidding about having more 

projects, as well as Mr. Lindstrom's Element song and states of matter 

dance, fighting over who could do them better.  We experienced our first 

time signing yearbooks so we went around to see who could get the most 

signatures. I don’t remember who got the most, I just know it wasn’t me.  

We thought going into 7th grade couldn’t possibly be that much 

different than 6th grade, but then we got hallway passes and lanyards, and 

with the help from the school board and PTO, we got to actually see the 

solar eclipse. 

When 7th grade ended, we definitely didn’t think 8th grade would go 

by so fast. It feels like we were just starting our projects for our classes, but 

time flew and now we’re already finished.  Not everybody was there in 

kindergarten and some people from then are not with us now, but each and 

every person we’ve encountered has made an impact in our lives. I just 

want to thank all the teachers and parents for helping us for the past 9 

years. I cannot thank you enough. Now, fellow classmates, I challenge you 

to think about where you want to be in the next 9 years. Thank you. 



 


