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In grade three, students will build important reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills. They will think, talk, and write 
about what they read in a variety of articles, books, and other 
texts. In their writing, students will pay more attention to orga-
nizing information, developing ideas, and supporting these ideas 
with facts, details, and reasons.  
Activities in these areas will include: 
 
• Reading a wide range of stories and describing how a story 
teaches a lesson 
• Describing characters in a story and how their actions contrib-
uted to events 
• Reading texts about history, social studies, or science and an-
swering questions about what they learned 
• Referring to information from illustrations such as maps or 
pictures as well as the words in a text to support their answers 
• Learning the rules of spoken and written English 
• Learning and using new words, including words related to spe-
cific subjects (such as science words) 
• Participating in class discussions by listening, asking questions, 
sharing ideas, and building on the ideas of others 
• Giving a class presentation on a topic or telling a story using 
relevant facts and details and speaking clearly 
• Writing stories with dialogue and descriptions of character’s 
actions, thoughts, and feelings 
• Gathering information from books, articles, and online sources 
to build understanding of a topic 
• Writing research or opinion papers over extended periods of 
time 
 
Partnering with your child’s teacher 
 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an 
important part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of 
your child’s work or bring a sample with you.  
 
Ask the teacher questions like: 
 
• Is my child at the level where he/she should be at this point of 
the school year? 
• What do you think is giving my child the most trouble? How 
can I help my child improve in this area? 
• Where is my child excelling? How can I support this success? 





Contents of this publication are reprinted with permission from the Council of Great City Schools  

and is modeled after their Parent Roadmap series. 
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1. Provide time and space for your child to read independently. 

This time should be free from distractions such as television.  
Additional time can be spent reading to each other; providing 
an audience for your child is powerful. 

 
2.  Ask your child what topics, events, or activities he or she likes. 

Then look for books, magazines, or other materials about 
those topics that would motivate your child to read.  Ask your 
child to compare and contrast stories and characters as well as 
make inferences about what will happen next. 

 
3. Write, write, write.  Third graders can never write too much; 

have your child focus on complete sentences that have a com-
plex structure and are grammatically correct.  

 
4. Review spelling and vocabulary words nightly and read 

through the weekly story together; take care to ask questions 
that build comprehension. 

 
5. Start a family book club. Let different members of the family 

pick the book. This could be a good way to enjoy quality family 
time while experiencing the joy of reading together! 

 
6.  Check out the teacher’s webpage each week to see what is hap-

pening in the classroom and link to activities and resources. 
 
7. Be sure your child has a library card. Children should select 

books they are interested in to develop a passion for reading. 
Many libraries have book clubs and family activities that make 
reading fun for the entire family. 

 
8. Use technology to help build your child’s interest in reading. 

There are several websites where students can read books or 
articles online. The computer will help with words the student 
cannot read independently. Libraries also have computers stu-
dents can use to access those sites. Feel free to ask a librarian 
or teacher for suggestions. 


