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In grade six, students will read a range of challenging books, arti-
cles, and texts, and will be expected to demonstrate their under-
standing of the material by answering questions and contributing to 
class discussions. 
 
In writing, students will continue to work on their use of language, 
sentence structure, and organization of ideas. They will also be ex-
pected to integrate information from different sources and respond 
to challenging content through written interpretation and analysis. 
 
Activities in these areas will include: 
• Providing detailed summaries of texts 
• Determining the theme of a text and how it is conveyed 
• Describing how a particular story or play unfolds and how charac-
ters respond to plot developments 
• Using a range of reading strategies to determine the meaning of 
unknown words as they are used in a text 
• Comparing and contrasting various texts, including poems, stories, 
and historical novels 
• Understanding the figurative and connotative (implied) meaning 
of words and phrases 
• Identifying and evaluating specific claims or arguments in a text 
• Supporting written claims or arguments with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence 
• Producing clear and coherent writing appropriate to the task, pur-
pose and audience 
• Participating in class discussions about various texts and topics 
• Conducting short research projects to answer a question, drawing 
on several sources 
 
Partnering with your child’s teacher 
 
Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher—you are an 
important part of your child’s education. Ask to see a sample of your 
child’s work or bring a sample with you.  
 
Ask the teacher questions like: 

Is my child reading on grade level?  
How is my child doing in writing? 

•     What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses? 
•     What can I do at home to make sure that my child is successful? 





Contents of this publication are reprinted with permission from the Council of Great City Schools  

and is modeled after their Parent Roadmap series. 
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1. Create a literacy rich home by modeling reading  and critical thinking. 

2. Have your child journal about his/her day in order to practice proper writ-
ing skills including grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, complete 
subjects/ predicates, etc. Have your child read at least one entry a week to 
you of their choice. 

3. Choose a novel that you and your child are interested in. Read the novel and 
then discuss certain aspects of the book together such as, actions that the 
main character(s) participate in, decisions that the characters make, emo-
tions, events, etc. 

4. Check out the teacher’s webpage each week to see what is happening in the 
classroom and link to activities and resources. 

5. Encourage your child to question facts that he/she learns by having them 
look up information that he/she has questions about. For example, have 
your child “Google” information that he/she would like to know about, find 
directions to a new place that the family is traveling to, or look up words 
that are unknown in conversation or in print. Have your child become fa-
miliar with the many resources that available today!  

6. Read a book and see the movie. Help your child make comparisons through 
discussion where he/she can defend opinions and pick out details. 

7. Read your child’s writing samples, including final drafts and provide feed-

back. 

8. Make time for conversation at home. Discuss current events, shared inter-

ests, and future aspirations for education and career. 

9. Visit museums, zoos, theaters, historical sites, aquariums, and other educa-

tional places to help increase your child’s exposure to new knowledge and 

vocabulary. 

10. Use technology to help build your child’s interest in reading.  


